
affections. I further beg leave to say that carbolic
acid, on account of its local anaesthetic effects, will,when applied to the cavity of an aching tooth, in a
few minutes relieve pain. A bone felon can be
lanced with almost no pain by first wetting it with
carbolic acid. By wetting the gum around a tooth
with the acid, the tooth can be extracted with almost
no pain. I firmly believe at no very distant day car-
bolic acid will be facile princeps of conservative
surgery. I fully intended to read a paper on this
subject before the American Medical Association atils session in St. Louis, but circumstances over which
1 have no control have alone prevented me.

Very truly, N. B. Kennedy, M.D.
Hillsboro, Texas, April 27, 1886.

THE SURGEON-GENERAL OF THE ARMY.
To the Editor of the Journal:
Dear Sir :\p=m-\Our British friends, who have, espe-cially in recent months, manifested so kindly an inte-

rest in the medical profession of the United States,ought above all things to be accurate in their state-
ments. We read on page 756 of the issue of the
British Medical Journal, of April 17, 1886, in the
announcement of the Fifty-fourth Annual Meeting of
the British Medical Association, to be held at Brigh-
ton, August 10-13, 1886, that "An Address in Med-
icine will be delivered by Surgeon-General John S.
Billings, M. D., Director-General United States ArmyMedical Department, Washington."
It is incomprehensible that a journal, which is the

official organ of a great National Association, could
have been misled as to the fact that the Surgeon-General of the United States Army is Brigadier-Gen-eral Robert Murray, one of the most distinguishedofficers of a corps, which has more than one distin-
guished member, especially distinguished both as a
physician and as a surgeon.General Murray entered the army in 1846, was
commissioned Assistant Surgeon-General on Decem-
ber 14, 1882, and has been Surgeon-General of the
army since November 23, 1883. The official reportsof the Surgeon-General's Office of the Army have all,since that time, been issued over his signature and
by his act, and consequently a periodical of the
character of the British Medical Journal ought not
to have been ignorant of the personality of an officer
of such prominence.
Dr. Billings was No. 44 on the roster of the Medi-

cal Corps, for January, 1886, and number 27 on the
list of " Surgeons with the rank of Major," havingonly entered the service in 1862, and is on duty at
the Medical Department as one of the six assistants
(not Assistant Surgeon-General, this officer beingColonel Glover Perrin, another veteran practitioner,and surgeon of nearly forty years' service, not un-
known to fame). The mis-statements in this case-

only deserve correction on account of the injusticedone in ignoring an officer of the professional repu-tation of Surgeon-General Murray. Accuracy.

NECROLOGY.
WILLIAM EDWARD SAUNDERS, M.D.

Died from acute Bright's disease at his home in
Sherman, Texas, on January 14, 1885, Dr. W. E.
Saunders. He was born in Tennessee, on April 5,1828, was left an orphan at an early age, and adoptedby his grandfather, who lived in Henry county, Vir-ginia, where he was reared and educated in the com-
mon schools of that county, spending his early years
upon a farm. When about the age of 22 years he
left Virginia and went to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, andbegan the study of medicine with Dr. Gill, of thatplace. He attended lectures at the Nashville Medi-
cal College from 1851 to 1853, graduating in the
latter year. Moving to Texas the same year he
began the practice of his profession in Fannin county,where he remained but a short time, removing thence
to Sherman, where he spent nearly all of the remain-
der of his life.
In 1861 he volunteered in the Confederate Army,and was appointed Assistant-Surgeon of the Eleventh

Texas Regiment, in which he served until the fall of
1862, when he was promoted to the rank of full sur-
geon, and assigned to duty in Clark's Regiment ofTexas Volunteers. He enjoyed the confidence and
respect of his command, and served with distinction
throughout the war. In the winter of 1864-5 ne wasdetached and sent to Arkansas to examine conscripts,and did valuable service by ordering men to duty who
had been exempted for some trivial cause. At the
close of hostilities he returned to Sherman, and re-
sumed the practice of his profession. He attended
a course of lectures at the University of Pennsylva-nia, and graduated from that institution in 1868. He
was appointed Superintendent of the State Lunatic
Asylum at Austin in 1879 by Governor O. M. Rob-
erts, and successfully administered its affairs for alittle more than two years, when he resigned to return
to his home in Sherman, and again engage in private
itrnctlr-n

He was a man of fine physique, with a commandingfigure and vigorous intellect. He was an attentive
reader, digested well everything he read; and was
possessed of a wide fund of general information. He
was popular both as a physician and citizen with all
classes in his community, and especially so with the
young men, in whose society he delighted. He
wielded a marked influence both in political and socialcircles ; although he manifested a lively interest in the
political affairs of the country, was never a candidate,and never held political office. He always com-
manded a good practice, was exceptionally well in-formed in the general literature of medicine, and
carried to the bedside a ripe judgment. Though a
general practitioner he was a surgeon of no meancapacity, but the department in which he excelled
was that of diagnosis; being an acute observer and
good reasoner, lie rarely committed an error in diag-nosis. He commanded the respect and confidenceof his professional brethren in a marked degree, was
an able counselor, agreeable and just to all.

He was a member of the American Medical Asso-
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